ASHWELL  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Report  br  1919  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report. 

Natural  and  Social  Conditions. 

The  total  acreage  of  the  district  is  22,049,  "and  the 
number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  last  Census  was  1,008. 
The  district  is  agricultural  with  the  exception  of  a brewing 
industry  at  Ashwell.  The  villages  of  Barkway,  Therfield, 
Kelshall,  Reed  and  Nuthampstead  are  built  on  boulder  clay 
overlaying  the  chalk,  Ashwell  and  Barley  are'  on  the  chalk, 
while  Hinx worth  is  partly  on  the  chalk  and  partly  on  the 
gault.  Ashwell  is  about  150  feet  and  the  other  villages 
between  300  to  500  feet  above  sea  level.  The  last  Census 
population  was  3,948,  the  present  estimated  civilian  popula- 
tion is  3,533,  and  the  total  population  is  3,680. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Tlie  total  number  of  deaths  which  occurred  was  55,  and 
the  rates  as  compared  with  those  of  England  and  Wales  are 
as  follows  : — 


England  & 

Ashwell  R.D. 

Wales. 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  persons  

13-3 

18-5 

Death-rate  per  1,000  persons  

15-5 

13-8 

Infant  mortality  per  1,000  births 

61 

89 

These  rates  are  not  encouraging,  the  death-rate 

is  higher 

than  the  birth-rate,  and  the  birth-rate  is 

a low  one. 

We  may 

hope  for  an  improvement  in  better  conditions  of  life  and  of 
housing,  but  if  these  conditions  do  not  improve  the  outlook 
for  village  life  is  gloomy.  There  were  2 deaths  from  influ- 
enza, 4 from  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  and  9 from  malignant 
disease.  There  were  no  deaths  from  other  notifiable  disease. 
There  were  3 illegitimate  births.  Analysis  of  the  3 infant 
deaths  shows  that  2 were  premature  and  1 from  malnutrition, 
and  none  survived  the  first  month  of  life,  so  they  were  prob- 
ably all  unavoidable. 

Water  Supply. 

Ashwell  is  provided  with  a good  regular  supply  of  water 
from  a deep  well,  and  this  benefit  is  being  more  and  more 
appreciated.  The  water  supply  of  the  other  villages  is  from 
shallow  wells  and  ponds,  and  leaves  much  to  be  desired,  but 
the  question  of  supply  in  these  high  situated  villages  is 
a/difhcult  one.  During  the  year  two  samples  from  wells  at 
Ashwell  were  co^emned  as  unfit  for  use,  and  the  owners 
promised  to  arrange  to  get  connected  with  the  Council’s 
main. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

Ashwell  has  a sewage  system,  which  now  serves  nearly 
the  whole  village.  The  sewage  is  treated  by  broad  irrigation 


on  about  9 acres  of  land,  but  there  seems  to  be  too  much 
fluid  in  the  sewage. 

Excrement  Disposal. 

Pit-privies  are  the  rule  in  the  other  villages,  and  when- 
ever possible  pail  closets  are  advised  instead  of  these.  The 
proper  working  of  this  system  is  dependent  on  there  being 
sufficient  land  available  near  the  house,  and  this  is  not 
always  the  case. 

Removal  of  Refuse. 

There  is  no  systematic  scavenging,  and  refuse  is 
deposited  in  ash  heaps  or  holes,  and  subsequently  on  the 
garden. 

Factory  and  Workshops’  Act,  1901. 

Bakehouses  cleansed  8,  limewashed  3. 

Defective  ceiling  of  bakehouse,  1 (not  repaired). 

Inspection. 

Slaughter-houses,  Dairies  and  Cowsheds,  have  been 
periodically  inspected. 

Unsound  Food. 

Bacon  of  a total  weight  of  282  lbs.  was  condemned  as 
unfit  for  food. 

Infectious  Disease. 

A few  isolated  cases  occurred  during  the  year,  but  no 
epidemic.  Wherever  possible  the  case  is  removed  at  once  to 
the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Royston,  and  enquiry  made  into  the 
case  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  if  necessary  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health.  In  diphtheria  cases  the  Council 
provides  antitoxin  and  pays  for  the  examination  of  “ swabs.” 
Disinfection  of  the  houses  after  epidemic  disease,  and  after 
tuberculosis,  is  also  carried  out. 


Housing. 

Many  of  the  houses  in  the  district  are  in  a very  poor 
state,  and  owing  to  the  shortage  of  houses  very  little  can  he 
done  at  the  present  time  to  remedy  this.  No  closing  orders 
were  made  during  the  year,  but  two  cottages  were  closed 
voluntarily.  One  of  these  was  pulled  down  and  rebuilt 
Three  water  certificates  have  been  granted,  one  at  Bark  way, 
one  at  Barley,  and  one  at  Ashwell.  The  Council  has  acted 
very  promptly  and  vigorously  in  the  matter  of  a new 
Housing  Scheme.  Sites  were  chosen  and  tenders  obtained 
for  the  following  houses  : — 


At  Ashwell 
Barkway 
Barley 
Kelshall 
Reed 
Therfield 
Hinxworth 


. 14  houses 
6 houses 
6 houses 
6 houses 
6 houses 
6 houses 
. 6 houses 


and  building  operations  at  Barley  and  Barkway  were  to 
begin  early  in  the  new  year. 


Schools. 

The  total  number  of  children  inspected  in  the  Schools 
was  163,  and  the  following  defects  were  noted  : — ■ 


Unclean  

...  4 

Malnutrition  

...  4 

Bad  Teeth  

...  43 

Tonsils  and  Adenoids... 

...  36 

Eyesight  

...  11 

Unvaccinated  

...  44 

Other  single  defects  were  also  found,  and  advice  given  to 
parents. 

Yours  faithfully, 


NORMAN  MACFADYEN. 


